THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

of Sarya, a tribe-renowned amongst the tribes of
the mighty," is said to be ruler of Takhya.1

This was evidently the Takhya or Takha
kingdom of the Panjab, which was visited by
Hiouen Tsiang,3 and which has been already
referred to. It seems, therefore, that the Naga
people of Takhya were known also by the name
of Sarya.

Again, in the outer Himalaya, between the
Sutlej and Beas valleys, is a tract of country
called Saraj, or Seoraj. In this district the Naga
demi-gods are the chief deities worshipped.

There is another Seoraj in the upper Chinab
valley, and this too is occupied by a Naga-wor-
shipping people.

The name Saraj, or Seoraj, appears to be the
same as the Sarya of Colonel Tod's inscription,
and as Seori, which is the alternative name of
the Cherus of the Ganges valley. It also seems
to be identical with SSrai, which, as we have
already seen, is the old Tamil name for the
Chera or Naga. Apparently, therefore, the
Sciryas of Takhya, the Saraj people of the Sutlej
valley, the Seoris or Cherus of the valley of the
Ganges, and the Cheras, Seras, or Keralas of
southern India, are but different branches of the
same Naga-worshipping people.

1 " Annals of Rajasthan," i. 795.
a Hiouen Tsiang, Beal, i. 165,
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